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First Ferry, 1859 
 
Early in February-about the 7th-William McGaa, Charles Nichols, L.W. Smith, Josiah T. 
Hinman and an associate named Morrow received from the Kansas Territorial 
Legislature a "charter" to run five years, to operate a ferry across the South Platte river 
at the mouth of Cherry creek; Nichols having procured the "charter" upon his return to 
eastern Kansas.  
 
The reader will recall that for the "benefit" of John S. Smith and McGaa the ferry 
privilege had been accorded and reserved to them by Auraria Town Company when 
that organization was effected. John Smith gave it no further attention, and it appears 
that these "charter"-holders did not exercise their privilege; for Thomas Warren, a 
Kentuckian, at that time began operating the ferry from the foot of Eleventh street 
which, in anticipation of such a public convenience, had originally been named Ferry 
street.  
 
The new enterprise was a "rope ferry" contrived by stretching a heavy rope across the 
stream and making it securely fast at both ends to convenient trees. From the ends of 
a flat-boat other ropes reached to the thwart-stream one and were attached to pulleys 
running along the cable. By lengthening one and shortening the other of these 
connecting ropes, the boat would be set at such an angle that the current impacting 
upon its sides, would send it across the stream.  
 
So, operating expenses were light and profits heavy. The ordinary charge for ferrying a 
wagon and team was one dollar, though Richardson, who was here in June, 1859, 
says his party paid two dollars and fifty cents. The ferry did a great business after the 
Clear creek gold discoveries, was far more profitable than the average mining, and 
called for little of the hard labor required in the mountains, gulches and bars. 


