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Early in February—alsar the Tr—William Mo
Gian, Clarls Xichals, 1. W, Smith, Josiah T, -
msnn nisl B pssueia e mames] Moreew recvivisl Trom
the Kaissas Territorinl Legi=lnture 8 “charies™ to
runi five yemrs, is operate & {erey aeross the Bontl
Platie fiver a1 the mesils of Cherry ereck s Nickhols
having procusal the “chorier™ upon his refern (o
eastrrn Ramsss. The reader will reesll tlar for
the “bemcit™ of John 8. Smith amd Melina the
ferry privilege leil been pecsordes] gl recrvsd 1o
them by the Avraria Town Congany whem Tt
argnniznd ion was effetsl, dohn Smith geve 0 no
further nitention, snd 51 appears thst these =clur-
ter™-holilers didl wet exercise tleeir privibeps: far
Thomas Warren, n Kentuckinn, ot that those begun
aperating the ferry from the foot of Eleveuth
sipewt which, im anticipation of siach o public con-
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vempenee, hid origimanlly bevn pmmed Ferry stroet,
The new enterprise was 0 “rope forre™ contrivel
br stretching & beavy rgw aeros the stream wisl
|1|..|,.lr|.|' ak lr'l'l.lrl']:l. fast mk ||||1I|:| |I||1;-| Eizs peirparimrmE
trece, From the omls of a fol-boat other ropes
reaclisl 1o the thwart-=tremm oue and wers at-
Im‘hql. LEY] JI'|.|.II.'I'|'I e fibiaiag |"'I"|’H' [R5 |||..|-I w'rlll. 'H_-.'
letgrt beening o nied shertening the othier of lwese
craineet g ropes, U ool wonlill e set @f ek an
pnghe thnt the varrent bnpaeting wpoen s sili=
wodthl senel i1 meress the streane Se operating
eapetses wiere light wwd parefits heave,  The ondi-
miry shorge for fereving B ownzoa anel feim wis
oae dollar, fhourh Bicknrdson, who wos liere in
Jupie, 1=alk, says |iis |miFLs |!|.i|-| twre alvllurs il
fifty eents. Tl forry dil n prest bocin=s afier
the Clenr ereok gelil disrovertieos, wos far mioes
profitalibs tham the overnge mining, aml called for
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Bitale of the hard labor required in the moantains,
galchis= piwl bars.

Austher impeeriant “hirst even!” mame ta = in
this period of Dewver's development ; oame whick
affisrdinl prood of anterprise ol sub=tantial prog-
ri==, and whirh, bevanse of 1= vecurrenee on v
vl siile of Cherry ereck instemd of the west. was
bnibal ae 8 mest favorable aml sigmificant omen
by ke partizans of =“[enver Ciee® It was the
birth of n sem 1o Mr. omd Mre. Williom Meliae—
thee firsr barth o1 the mwonth of Cherrr ook sside
from whot feay  have previoosly happensl in
stebetly Disdipn socberr,  Hitherto poldisbed meen-
tom of this lerssting ovent aeconds o it the
date af March & 1=50; bur e besreplants of this
pimeer et leer, inclmling tle prinecipal figure in
thee dbopme=tie dramn, =ay in letrers 1o the slitor of
this work, that the date was March sih

At that vime William Melian was living in a
shinek or wigwam on e somtlivast corner of Fowr-
tiwnth sl Lawreiise stpwers, where e old Meth-
wmlist I':pi-ﬁ.-p-l cliurell hgililing Bow stagiala,

The mother was vat an Arapiher, a8 has 5o fre-
quently been stated in pauldisbed secounts, it a
half-bereead Hisux., Xhe was i 1|.'|I,|gh|,.|;|r .l,l-{ n 'Irl:“_u
fronticrsman mamed Jehn Lidams and 8 Full-bleod
Upnllals Siews mother, whe later became, after
then frontier fashiba. 1he wife of Alphonse La
Kimjue, i Fronch veader, and k= solll Biving in Soutin
Ihakota, aged sighiy-eight yeere Ther woere at
UClierey erek in the autusia of 1558,

Mra. Metram, a few vears after William™s death,
i P sl Jlll-r|lljl Heown, a Dh=iver .llilpuulr afl 1855
amd & sliirelshler in the Xararin Towm Company.
Browm i= =1l liviog, ot Pine Belge Ddinn Ageney,
Howih Dakota, Mrs, MeGan-Brown died by drowne-
ing im the Cacbrala-Posdee river st Lapore,
Laruoer eotinty, in 1577, amed is barsed there.  This
information come from her soms, William Denver
Melian, mml Goorge B HBrowie the latter of 1he
lissrbml Bioux Amenev, Somil Iakota.

Willinm Thver MelGan, Denver’s first bhorm,
wirkidd a5 0 cow-bay in Colornde and W roming
from the tims he wos old oweugh to ride until be
wie tweniy=ome.  Tle then ongerad the goveroment
wrricn &1 Pine Hilge Agomey ss Indion oensus-
tnker, homlsman, =cowt, gaile, amd iwcerpreter,
serring in these capacities sloor twelve years.  In
1502 b was apgeeints] Assi=tant Farmer at Pine
Rislipe, pavl tmmght ihe Sioax how e farm, pod rear
pmed ewpe for eatthe, In 1504 b lecame Indian
Teader nt Pipne Ridee. He js vow a8 prosperoons
slock-rai=er in Peanington sounty, Bouth Dakota,
nnid hess &8 moat erslitohle record at P Ridae
Ageney and pmonge the Sioux lpdions. In one of
his letlers b ua he amid:

=l s now In the catile busisess amd haove over
one Thonsaml bend of catile; aml qiuite a boed of
faie, well-Leel bisrses.  dm omaseeied o] Bave six
children; the shiesr, & bov, s nam<d after my=nlf,
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First Ferry, 1859

Early in February-about the 7th-William McGaa, Charles Nichols, L.W. Smith, Josiah T.
Hinman and an associate named Morrow received from the Kansas Territorial
Legislature a "charter" to run five years, to operate a ferry across the South Platte river
at the mouth of Cherry creek; Nichols having procured the "charter" upon his return to
eastern Kansas.

The reader will recall that for the "benefit" of John S. Smith and McGaa the ferry
privilege had been accorded and reserved to them by Auraria Town Company when
that organization was effected. John Smith gave it no further attention, and it appears
that these "charter"-holders did not exercise their privilege; for Thomas Warren, a
Kentuckian, at that time began operating the ferry from the foot of Eleventh street
which, in anticipation of such a public convenience, had originally been named Ferry
street.

The new enterprise was a "rope ferry" contrived by stretching a heavy rope across the
stream and making it securely fast at both ends to convenient trees. From the ends of
a flat-boat other ropes reached to the thwart-stream one and were attached to pulleys
running along the cable. By lengthening one and shortening the other of these
connecting ropes, the boat would be set at such an angle that the current impacting
upon its sides, would send it across the stream.

So, operating expenses were light and profits heavy. The ordinary charge for ferrying a
wagon and team was one dollar, though Richardson, who was here in June, 1859,
says his party paid two dollars and fifty cents. The ferry did a great business after the
Clear creek gold discoveries, was far more profitable than the average mining, and
called for little of the hard labor required in the mountains, gulches and bars.



